4QO B. c.   Invasion of Datis and Artaphfrnes.   12 3

sailing round cape Sounion to Phaleron, but hurrying from
the field on which they had undergone a terrible defeat.
Thus we have before us a picture in which, after a long
time of uncertainty and fear, the Athenian generals
determine on vigorous action, and hastening to Marathon
engage the enemy with a speed and enthusiasm which
defeats not merely the Persians but the schemes of the
Athenian oligarchs. Doubt and hesitation are left
behind them as they quit the gates of the city, and their
encampment on the field of Marathon preceded probably
by one night only the battle which decided the fate of
the expedition.

The geography of Marathon is simple enough. To
the east of the broad plain run the headlands of Rham-
nous ; to the north and northwest the ridges The plain of
of Parnes, Pentelikos and Hymettos. At Marathon,
either end of the plain is a marsh, the northern one being
still at all seasons of the year impassable, while the
smaller one to the south is almost dried up during the
summer heats. Something has been said of the vines
and olives of Marathon : but the utter bareness of tho
plain at the present day may lead us to suppose thai
these trees were on the slopes which descended to the
plain rather than on the plain itself.

On the level surface between the hills which gird it
in and the firm sandy beach on which the Persians were
drawn up,  stood, in   the   simple   story   of
Herodotos, the Athenian army.     The pole-   the AiL-
march Kallimanihos headed the right wing:   mans>
the Plataians were posted on the left.    But as with then
scantier numbers it was needful to present a front equal
to that of the Persian host, the middle part of the Greek
army was only a few men deep and was consequently very
weak, while the wings were comparatively strong. At length
the orders were all given, an^l the Athenians, beginning